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NCEC celebrates 40 years at the forefront of 
chemical safety and emergency response 

 
 

The UK National Chemical Emergency Centre (NCEC) – part of 

Ricardo-AEA – celebrated its 40th year of successful operation 

yesterday and underscored its position as one of the world’s 

most experienced chemical emergency response 

organizations  

 

Endorsed by the UK government and supported by industry through bodies such as the 

Chemical Industries Association, NCEC has provided a fast response service of expert 

advice and assistance during chemical emergencies since 1973. While originally 

focused solely upon the UK, the organization now has an international customer base 

including hundreds of companies in the chemical supply chain and around 50 percent 

of the world’s biggest 100 chemical manufacturers. NCEC currently receives around 

4,500 calls per year in all world languages and employs a specialist chemical 

emergency response team at its Oxfordshire headquarters.  

 

To coincide with its 40th anniversary celebrations, NCEC hosted a seminar on future 

global regulatory challenges affecting the international chemicals industry at the Royal 

Society of Chemistry in London. The seminar and reception that followed was attended 

by senior representatives from government, regulatory agencies, and the organization’s 

many partners around the world.  
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“NCEC is a highly successful collaboration between industry, governments and 

regulatory agencies around the world that delivers a vitally needed unrelenting focus on 

safety and on a fast response to chemical emergencies,” commented Jonathan 

Gibbard, NCEC delivery manager. “The organization is a unique collaboration that – 

with the support of key partners including the Chemical Industries Association and 

Department for Transport here in the UK – has delivered 40 years’ service in this 

important role for chemical safety and emergency response. With an increasingly 

international orientation based on our many overseas partnerships and alliances, 

NCEC provides much-needed advice to its customers as well as support to the 

emergency services in the event of an incident, benefitting from access to shared 

training and close communications with its key industry stakeholders on a global basis.” 

 

Ricardo plc CEO Dave Shemmans added: “When Ricardo-AEA was formed through 

acquisition a year ago, we were hugely attracted by the opportunity to bring NCEC into 

the Ricardo family. NCEC is a world-leading organization in its field, which has set 

global standards in chemical risk management over the last 40 years. Its mission is to 

provide services and knowledge that allow chemical emergencies to be avoided 

wherever possible, and when they do occur, to be dealt with quickly and safely. With its 

increasingly international presence and global success, I look forward to working with 

the management of NCEC to see it further grow and develop as part of Ricardo.” 

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. With almost a century of delivering value, we employ over 
2300 professional engineers, consultants and staff. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. Our client list 
includes the world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain 
organizations, energy companies, financial institutions & governments. Guided by our 
corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our 
customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit 
www.ricardo.com. 
 
 
Ricardo-AEA is a new operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of 
AEA Europe. The company has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy, environmental, 
sustainability, air quality, and waste management consultancy. With a total of approximately 
400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities stand firmly on a rich and deep-rooted 
history and the experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders around 
the world for over 40 years. For more information, visit www.ricardo-aea.com.  
 
 
The National Chemical Emergency Centre (NCEC) is part of Ricardo-AEA and provides a 
UK based, global telephone chemical emergency response centre. Endorsed by UK 
government and supported by industry, NCEC has provided remote telephone-based advice 
during chemical emergencies since 1973. The organization now has an international customer 
base including hundreds of companies in the chemical supply chain and around 50 percent of 
the world’s biggest 100 chemical manufacturers. NCEC receives around 4,500 calls per year 
in all world languages and employs a team of specialist chemical emergency responders at its 
Oxfordshire headquarters. For more information, visit http://the-ncec.com/.   
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